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"JGrl;'.TH,;rJ FIERCE. ' mine host ' at the E:..:change Hotel 1n 
Co I eman. was bOLn Feb. 19. 1821. in OSwego Co.. rI.·:. He woS 0. 

son 0 t Ben.j a.rn i n B. and Pol I y (FLen c h) Pie c c e . His f a. theLt..;as 
bOLn in August. 1785. and died Jan. 10. 1875. Jonath.:tn .' s 
g La.n d fat h e L was one ofth e e a L I y set tIeLsinthe VI y am i n 9 
Val ley. LuzeLne Co .• Pa .• and hiS wife and thcee chi IdLen we~e 
~ong the 300 who in July, 1778, wece massacced by the TOLies 
and Indians. The family of Jonathan ' s fatheL embraced fi v e 
ch i I dren. at whom our subj ect was the th i rd ch i I d from the 
eldest. He lived at home and assisted on the farm during the 
summeL months. and occupied hiS time wlntecs in lumbering a.nd 
teaching school, until he was 27 yeaes old. He was also 
engaged in the I umbee i ng and wood bus i ness in Oswego Coun t '! 
un ti i 1869. The fa I I m.ll ng yeac. 1870. Jona than came to 
Midland Clt:!', this county. He engaged lr1 partneLship With a 
gentleman in the milling business at that place. but in the 
ta.l I of the same year he went to Coleman and ecected a steam 
saw-mi 11. which was destcoyed by fice in 1874. It was 
supposed to have been the work of an i ncend 1 aey .ni s f am i ! 'i 
did not arelve unti! the fall of 1871. Whi Ie the station 
house was celng bUilt at Coleman he boarded the railroad men. 
his wife doing the COOking and sending the meals to the hands. 

"t1r. Pierce was unlted in maeelage Aprll 13. 1848. ln Cortla.nd 
Co .. N.Y.. to Miss Cellsta. daughter of James and L01S 
<Johnson) Burnham. Her paeents died in Cortland County. She 
was boen Dec. 9. 1824. in Cortland Co .• U.~. 

"Me. and Mes. Pierce ace the paeents of foue chi ldeen living, 
and one deceased. The I iving ace Lois A .• born Oct. 13. 1849; 
Prisci lla A .• Feb. 13. 1854; Cl if ton J., Dec. 25, 1858: Effie 
C., Maech 2, 1861: Leila B., Jan. 20, 1870, died Feb. 5. 
1881." 

(From the Portrait and Biographical Album of Midland County, 
Mich." Chapman Beothers. Chicago, 1884. pg. 252). 
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PRESIDE!lT'S CORrIER 

It looks to me as if one of the" ... Fami If '?Ibum" deale~5 h3.s 
developed a new finesse. My husband Just received an 
in'vitatlon to buy the "Diesen Family Album." The postcar ej 
lOOkS and re3.ds I ike every other one of these come-ons except 
that it 1S signed El1zabeth Diesen Ross and the mailing 
aaaress foe chec~s (Which ace payable to EI l:abeth Roee) IS 
Genealogy Room. P. O. Box 5300. Scranton. Ph. It would be 
Interesting to he3.c from any ot the rest of you who have 
recently received mall ings from EI izabeth Ress and to learn 
how many m1ddle names she has! 

Genealogical r-esearch can be immensely challenging as we} 1 a.s 
rewarding. as you al I know. I find it sad that many people 
who are Just beginning are lured Into spending money for 
useless publications. The ma i ling which my husband received 
ind1cated that the Diesen name is rare and less than 25 books 
wi! I be pub] ished! It doesn ' t sound as if they fared as we i ] 
as I have in locating the Olesen surname. 

At any rate, it ' s Interesting how many variations there are on 
the fami 1'1 research theme and how many opportunities we have 
to buy these speCial I im1ted ed1tion family albums. Ther-e 
must be a considerable amount of money to be made 1n the 
market. 

s/'t/ i I rna 

============================================================== 

COM I NG EVEtITS 

Feb. 04. 1987 - MGS Board Meeting. 7:30 pm. Wilma Diesen. 5802 

Flaxmoor. Midland. MI. 

Feb. 18. 1987 - MGS MeetIng. 7:15 pm Library Lounge, Panel, 

"How to do it." 

Mar. 18, 1987 - MGS Meeting, 7:15 pm Library Lounge, 

"Migration Trai Is" 

Apr. 15, 1987 - MGS Meeting, 7:15 pm Library Lounge, 

"Materials in State Archives." David Johnson. State ArchiVist 

May 20, 1987 - MGS Meeting, 7:15 pm Library Lounge. 

"Conservation & Preservation of Materials." Mary Jane Trout 


=======================================~====================== 
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OB I TUAR·l 

PIonEER RESIDErIT DE.;D .~T 92 YE.;RS 

"Stephen Dolan had lived in St. Louis <£11) and cerTh'Tlunit·, toe 
73 't'ears. 

"Funecal SeC'lICeS l..Jere held in St. Joseph's Catholic Church .3.t 
10 o/clock i10ndaY a.m. for Stephen Dolan 92. Rev. F:-. O. T. 
McGinn read the mass and burial was in Oak Grove Cemetec; 
beside his wife and daughter. Stephen Dolan was bern Jul; 2. 
1846 in Kingston, Ontarlo (Can), was the son of Stephen and 
Br i dge t Burns who came from I re I and on the sh i p "?andera" in 
18-.!5. Stephen Dolan Jr'. came to the U.S. when 19 yeaes ot age 
and became a citi=en and resident of Gratlot Co, and St. Louis 
for the past 73 years. He was married to Macgaret Murey of 
Midland May 8, 1878, she died May 5, 1937. With the exceptIon 
of 10 years when they I ived in St. Louis, they occupied a farm 
in Jasper township. Surviving are one son, William. at home: 
two daughters. Mrs. Kathern Martin of Lansing and Mrs. Thecesa 
Coenelius of Detroit: one grandson Westley MartIn of LanSIng 
~nd one grea t grandson. Stephen Do I an served the commt.ln 1 t'f in 
wh i ch he 1 i ved as Just ice ot the Peace 4 terms. was a I se a 
memoer of the Beard of Hea 1 th and a member- ot St. Joseph's 
Co. tho I i c Church. 

"Mr. Dolan died suddenly Thursday evening while at the table 
following the evening meal. During his active years he was 
known as a well lnformed man and an interesting st.ory tellec. 
Sunday afternoon, neighbors and membees of his faIth assembled 
wIth his famIly at 
Louis and held Rosary 

his country 
service for 

reSIdence 
him. 

northeast of St. 

"Feom the Gratiot Co. Herald Oct. 13, 1938." 

(Stephen Dolan 
Gcatiot Co. If 

I ive
you 

d in Midland 
ace .seaeching 

County, 
in this 

Jasper 
area, 

Twp .• 
be 

not 
sure to 

cheCk Gratiot Co. This is where their business was conducted 
and where their newspaper came from. The Gratiot County paper 
has the Northeast Porter news column.) 
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Sept . 2 1 . 1911 

SO ~eacs in Double Hacness ... and the haeness & team In tine 
wor k ing order and condition. 

"Mr . .3. Mes. Henry H. Munsell were macried SO years 'Iestecda,/: 
have I ived in Midland for 43 years. 

"Henc '/ H. Munsell and Miss Mary E. Plemon of Wood County, OhIO 
we~e ma~ried at her home in Middleton Twp. 50 years ago. Mr. 
Munse l I en! isted on Aug. 22, 1862 in Co. C. 21st. Ohio 
Infantry and was discharged at Nashville. Tennessee on January 
30, 1865. 

"Th~ i' ha'.;e theee ch I I dren: AI fred H.. Leonaed M. and __ M. 
(Mrs. Hays of Mt. Pleasant). The second son died flve years 
ago in LOUIsiana. Me. and Mes. Munsel I are esteemed citizens: 
he was 75 years old last June 12th." 

SOME RESE.~RCH FINDINGS In EHGL.;rm 

by Esme Gehoski 

Hav i ng not read any bOOkS on genealOgIcal recocds in Great 
Britain gave me a sense of great adventure. I had no 
pre-conceived notions on what I could expect to find. I was 
altecnateiy amazed. del ighted, perplexed and fcustrated. 

ViSIting the church where Peter and I were maeried and the 
cecep t i on 'He exper i enced amazed me. The presen t pr 1est. Fr. 
Scoles. showed us his col iection of ledgers containlng 
baptisms. maeriages and funerals. He then showed us the book. 
page and entry number of our marriage. <In our amazement, we 
forgot to ask him to show us the baptismal record of our older 
son.) The Church of the Ho l y Rood was bui l t in the middle 
1800 / s and was designed by the same aechitect as West Minster 
Cathedeal <not the abbey as is usually mentioned). The 
records have been weI I kept and ace in excel lent condition. 

Our next visit took us to the local muniCIpal cemeter y . Here 
the sexton or his representative were only too eager to help 
us. They both knew which book to bring out and the pages, a ll 
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dated. were In ver~ good condition. He found the entry of m; 
grandparents ' (father ' s parents) burial. one In 1953 and one 
In 1954. Knowing the plot number, he escorted us to the 
furthest area of the cemetery, apPcoxlmately 1/ 4 of a ml Ie 
away and showed us the plot. Here we were happy to see that a 
granite marker and plot surround in good shape and flowers had 
been plan'ted. We learned that my father's only I iving brother 
was taking care of the gravesite. On the way out. we were 
delighted to find a large grave marker with the death ana 
burial dates of a brother-in-law ' s grandParents and uncles 
etched in the marble. This impressive edifice of black marb l e 
sporting such inrormatlon gave me the stat i stics I needed to 
fil I several genealogical gaps. things my brother-in-law 
didn ' t knoQ. The records at the cemetery are available all 
day. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Another day, we went to the town where my mother was born. I 
wanted to find where her mother and father were burled. The 
Angl lcan church minister was very nIce but sald he dldn/t have 
the funeral and burial records at his parsonage. The sexton 
had them at ~ home. It turned out, he 1 ived a mi Ie frem the 
Church. 50 we decided to pass, being footsore and weary from 
all our wanderings. Good thing, too, as I found later we were 
at the wrong church. This experience was perpleXIng. Why 
does one church keep records right at the church and another's 
records are kept elsewhere? 

It ' s been some years since my last VISit to my sisters. I 
expected that there would be changes. It ' s frustrating to 
find old streets with new names and house numoers reaSSigned. 
The fronts of homes which I'd known for the first 20 odd years 
of my 1 ife are different. It ' s hard to find homes one knew 
looked one way and now are so different. I took pictures of 
the home of my paternal grandparents; my maternal 
grandparent's home was demo I ished years ago. but I have a bOOk 
shOWing what they looked like. I said Iithey" because there 
were five homes all joined in the block. The homes in which I 
had I ived were changed, too, but I have pictures of them. My 
chi ldren wi 11 be pleased with them. I do intend to write some 
kind or a family history for them --- someday --- when I/m not 
busy doing something else. 
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QUERIES 

Esme Gehoski, 4964 S. Carter, Auburn, MI 48611 wishes to 
corcespond with someone in the Coleman. MI acea who can tel I 
her about the COON fami Iy reunion reputed to be held each 
year. Urgently in need of persons in Butle~, IN who can tel I 
her something of FUNY./MINIER fami lies ca.1900; also. CODLING. 
ROLLIE FUNK, BEATRICE MINIER (MAINIER) marr. SEARS in Michigan 
Dec. 1922, fami I ies from S.E. Ohio 1860. 

LIBRARY NOTES by Joan Some~vi I Ie, Ret. Librarian 

We deeply appreciate al I the people who, when they travel, 
bring back bulletins, brochures, and even suggestions for 
books we ought to buy. This is a flne way to share wl th other 
genealogists and enrich our Library collection. 

We do add new mate~ials to our collecticn from time to time. 
so occaslonal Iy check to see what new materlal has been added 
to your area of interest. You may be surprlsea. 

We also appreciate suggestions for mate~lals of general 
usefulness. such as "how-to " or mate~ials on Michlgan. 

The Genea logy program at the Library is as successfu .J as 1 tis 
only because of the volunteers and the generos l ty of the 
Society. 

BETN'ARE 

It has been reported that the Beatrice Bayley operation is no 
longer opera t i ng, however, . it is pass i b I e the same opera t ion 
has reappeared under the name of Elizabeth Ross and more 
lately, Vicki Lee Karr. The information contained in these 
offers is of no use to genealogists. Also, Roots Research 
Ltd. in New York City and Yates Co. appears to be slmi lar. 
Their materials also have no genealogical value. Please pass 
the word along to other societies and friends so these groups 
can be put out of business. 
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t1idla.nd tIewspapec Abstracts - continued 

LAST NA~E FIRST NA~E BIRTH YR ~ON/DAY DEATH YR MON/DAY PAPER YEAR MO/DAY!P6 COMMENTS 

FARRELL INFANT 0000 00/0 1881 06/00 SUN 1881 06/16-02 
SU~NER SARAH 1842 0(1/00 1881 06.128 SUN 1881 06/30-05 
WOOD JAHES 0000 00100 1881 06/30 SUN 1881 07/07-01 
TRIPP JOSEPH 1812 00/00 1881 06/27 SUfl 1881 07/07-05 
TAYLOR WALTER 0000 00/00 1891 07/13 SUN 1881 07/28-01 
EVANS INFAln 1881 00/00 1881 07126 SUN 1881 07128-05 
S~lTH INFANT 1881 00/00 1881 07125 sm~ 1881 07/2E-05 
BUNYEA JOSEPH 1821 O(l!(lO 188: 08'25 SUI; 1881 08/25-02 
YECK HEll 5S;' 1866 00/0(, 1881 08 1 25 SUI; le9,1 (18/25-t: 
YOU~~G HRS. I/~,. 000(' OO:Ol' 1881 08.'08 SUI': 1881 oe 
HCOH8ER CHILD 000(1 00/00 1881 09/05 SUN 1881 oe : -_. 
HERRICK EDW IIJ 0000 00/00 1881 oq! IS SU~, 1861 09/15-0 I 
HINDS - 11M. C. 1830 00/00 1881 l!9119 SUfi 188! 09122-01 
LAKIN ANNA S. 1857 00/00 1881 Hi/Ol SUN 1881 10/06-05 
TOWNSEND POLLY 1789 00/00 1881 10/16 SUN 1881 10/20-01 
~ALSKY HYMAN 0000 00/00 188: 10/21 SUN . 1881 10/27-01 
BARBER MARY J. 1854 04/~3 1881 10/23 SUN 1881 10:27-04 
JACKSmJ tHARLE: . 1844 00/00 1881 10/~ SUN 1881 10;27-04 
HECOX BABY BOY 0000 00/0(, 1881 10/30 SUI; 1881 11/03-01 
HARVIN GEORGE 0000 00/00 1881 10/30 S~I 1881 11/03-05 
W1ULLEN WILLlW 0000 00/00 1881 11/03 SUN 1881 11/10-05 
HA'/ JA/'1E: OOO() 00/00 1881 11/27 SUII 1881 12/01-01 
HAY JAMES 0000 00/00 1881 II/2S 5WI 1881 12!01-06 
BLACK~ORE JOSHUA 000(1 00/01:' 1881 12/ ,II SU~! 1881 12/(,8-01 
HEATRON OSCAR 0000 0(11 Ol' 1881 12/22 SUfi 1881 12.'22-()1 
FULLMER DAU6HiER 1872 00/(1(, 1881 12/24 SUN 1881 12/29-01 
FAP.RO~ WILLAR[, 1862 00100 1851 02/00 SUN 1882 02/09-05 
HCINTOSH ~RS.CHRISTIAN 1794 00/00 1862 02! 11 SUN 1882 02/16-05 FORBES MAIDEN NAME 
PETTIS EIIM E. (HO~E) 1859 0(,10(1 1882 02/0:, SUN 1882 03/09-(11 
LGVELL ASA 0000 00/0(l 1882 03/14 SUN 1882 03/16-01 
PANG BORNE HRS. ANNIE 1860 001 (Ii) 1882 03/14 SUN 1882 03/16-01 
SHORT WILLIAM 1806 00/00 1882 03/28 SUN:: 1982 03/30-05 
SECORD 11M. 0000 (i'.)/(J!) 1882 I(i': 0(, SUN 188: 10/12105 GLADW H~ S~ODT INS 

GREEN JESSE 1872 10/3() 1882 10:' 3(' SUH 188~ 11/02-05 HIl.L ACC][HlT 
WALDD KATIE 188: OO/Oi) , 188: II! I SUt: 1882 j 1109-(il INFhn !D.P. W~LDJ 
CALL ELIZAfEiH A. 0000 OO(lO( 1862 11/06 SU~ 1882 11/(19-02 R.R. ACCIPEHT 
SUTOF. JOHN 0000 0('/0(' 1882 II/IK SUN 1882 11/23-01 LUMBERING ACCIDENT 
PORTER JAMES 1881 01/01 1982 11/26 SU~ 1982 11!30-04 SONtJA~ES II PO~TEF 

MILLER JERRY 0000 00/0(, 188~ 11 !27 SUN 1882 11/30-05 BURIED AT SANFOR[ 
BLMiCHA~D ~RS.DR. AS~ 0000 (lI)I(l(i 1892 12/ 18 SUH 1882 12/02-01 5IS!HP3.JDG.H~FT 

BURCH HENRY 0000 00/00 1882 11/3(i SUN 188~ 12/07-01 BRDTHER! 8YROIJ 
MCKEEVER PETER 1830 00,'00 1883 12 nt, SUN 1883 01/03-01 BROTHERiHILLIAM 
SMITH ELIAS 1828 00000 1882 12/28 SUN 1883 01/04-01 HEART DISEASE 
PEARSON /'1AR~ 111155) 00(1l' (11)10(: 188~. OO! (;(, SUN 1883 01/04-05 SCHOOL TEACHER 
HILLER (HRS,) NEE/HISS BROO~S 0000 00100 1883 00/00 SUN 1883 01111-01 SEE HRS.SAM HILLEP 

http:t1idla.nd
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HEMBERSHIP & DUES 

fI.nnual dues shall be $7 (seven dollars) for the initial member in a family (with only these 
members rece~ving the PIONEER RECORD) and $3.50 (three dollars and fift y cents) for each 
additional membership in that family. 

Annual dues become due for the ensuing year on July 1. Members who have not paid their 
dues by SePtember 30 shall be dropped. After January 1, dues for new members shall De 
one-half the above amount. Those new members joining after April 1 shall pay full dues which 
shall also appiy to the ensuing year. 

MGS meets the third wednesdaY of each month, September through May (e:< cept December ) at 
the Grace A. Dow Memorial library, 1710 'west St. Andrews Drive, Midland. MI., 7:15 om in the 
Librar'l Lounge. 

================================================================================== 

PIONEER RECORD is published quarterly (Sept., Nov., Feb. and Aprill, by the Midland 
Genealogical Society. Queries are free to members and should be sent to MRS. PAT 'wORDEN. 
1201 GLENDALE. MIDLAND, MI. 48640. We welcome all genealogical material which would be- ­
of interest to the general membership. Items to be included in PR should be to me by the 1"5th 
ot August, October, January and 'M"!'rch. -.~.-

MIDLAND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
;#!- =;>-~Grace A. Om.. Memorial Library ". .... ... '" ".IIIIl!!~ ,'".~ 

1710 W. st. Andrews Drive 
Midland, Michigan 48640 

----.... 

Marilynn l.Jatkins 
3716 Blarney 
Midland , HI 48640 

HAPP~ lOOTH BIRTHDAY! t1 I DL.;~m 1887 - FEB. :1 - lG87 
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